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PREFACE 

Some Principles 

1. The one function of a primer is to acquaint children with the 
printed symbols of words already familiar. No secondary purpose 
should be allowed to get in the way of this. 

Most children come to school in command of a vocabulary reason- 
ably sufficient for their immediate needs. But to this vocabulary 
they are wholly ear-minded; that is, they know the words when 
they hear them, and they can speak the greater part, if not all, of 
them. Through the use of the primer they become eye-minded 
as to the words ; they learn to recognize them and to " sense " them 
as printed. 

This is a great step, and it is enough to accomplish through the 
agency of the child's first school book. Any attempt to enlarge 
the scope of the primer is likely to divert the attention from the 
main issue and to interfere with its successful pursuit. 

2. A primer should not attempt greatly to enlarge the children's 
vocabulary. Such enlargement will come rapidly enough through 
the various new activities of the school life. Especially should a 
primer not attempt to teach unusual words. It has enough to do to 
teach the printed forms of words well known. 

3. A primer should not attempt to teach any elaborate analysis 
of words into their sonant elements. This also diverts the attention 
from the main issue of making the connection between ideas and 
printed words. 

Enlarging the vocabulary through the use of fanciful literature 
comes properly a little later, as also does phonic analysis, when 
a foundation has been laid in the knowledge of the printed symbols 
of a limited vocabulary. 

4. Only a few new words should be presented in a single lesson, 
and these should be used many times in diiferent sentential rela- 
tions. The progress should be slow and steady. 

5. Reading in a primer should always be reading, "sensing" 
the thought expressed by the printed words, just as it is "sensed" 



when the word is heard spoken. Every sentence presented should 
convey a meaning comprehensible to the reader and naturally related 
to his life. It should appeal to his interest. 

6. A primer should be illustrated with pictures that help chil- 
dren to read the text, rather than with those purely ornamental. 

The authors of the AMERICAN SCHOOL PRIMER have en- 
deavored to follow these principles in making the book. 

1. The vocabulary is that of ordinary child life. It is used 
to relate the not unusual experiences of children. 

2. Here and there throughout the book, especially in the latter 
part, there are glimpses of children's literature, a foretaste of joys 
to come in the first and following readers. But as such selections 
should be presented unspoiled by change of vocabulary and are sure 
to have unusual words, they are introduced chiefly to be read to the 
children, and in some instances to be memorized by them. 

3. A little phonic drill is suggested for the discretionary use 
of teachers. 

4. The vocabulary is presented gradually, with much iteration, 
with rare exceptions from one to four words only being given in a 
half-page lesson. 

5. The pictures themselves tell the story of the text, and thus 
prepare the children to read it and aid them to interpret it. 

Special Features 

1. The book is a continued stoiy. The same children with their 
friends and their pets appear throughout in a series of incidents 
natural to children, and thus add an interesting content too fre- 
quently wanting in primers. 

2. The pictures are reproductions of photographs of real children, 
taken for this book, and therefore are especially suited to aid in 
the interpretation of the text. 

The authors hereby gratefully acknowledge the valuable sugges- 
tions made by Miss Frances J. Cronan, of Public School No. 93, New 
York City. 

The photographs for the illustrations were furnished by the 
Technical Photo Company of New York. 
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Run, girls, run. 
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Jump, boys, jump. 
Run, boys, run. 
Jump, girls. 
Run and jump. 
Jump and run. 





We are boys. 

We play. 

We run and jump. 

Run and play, boys. 

Jump and play, girls. 
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We are girls. 

Boys play. 

"We play, too. 

Boys jump and run. 

"We jump and run, too. 

Come, boys, run and jump. 

See the boys jump and run. 

Come, girls, run and pla^y. 

See the girls play. 




I am Fluff. 

I run and play. 

I play with the girls. 

I play with the boys, too 

See the boys jump. 

I jump with the boys. 

See the girls run. 

I run with the girls. 

We run and jump and play. 




I am Rex. 

I am a dog. 

Fluff is a kitten. 

I play with. Fluff. 

I play witli the boys. 

I play with the girls, too. 

We run and jump and play. 
Come, boys, run and play. 
Come, Kitten, play with Rex. 





I am Harry. 
Rex is ray dog. 
Corae, Rex, come here. 
Come and play ^^ith. m.e. 

Here is Fluff. 

See Fluff play. 

See Fluff jump and run. 

Run, Fluff, run. 

Run ^th Rex and rae. 
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Bex says, "Bow-wow-wow!" 

Fluff says, "Meow! Meow!" 

I say, "Ha, ha, ha I" 

I can say, " 'Bo^w-vlo^Y-^Yo^v\" 

Rex can not say, " Ha, ha, ha ! " 

Can Fluff say, "Bo^v\^-wo^\^-wo^v\r" ?. 

Can Rex say, " Meo^ nieo^v\r " ? 

Rex, can you say, "Meo^\;\^"? 

I can not say, "Meow, meow." 

I can say, "Bo^v\^-wo^\r-wow!" 

You are a boy, Harry. 

I am a dog. 

Fluff is a kitten. 

Dogs and kittens can not say, 

"Ha, ha, ha!" 
We can play and run and jump. 

9 




I am Mabel. See me. 

Fluff is m.y kitten. 

He plays ^th m.e. 

Bun, Fluff, run. 

He will play ^vv^ith 3^ou. 

I am a kitten, Mabel. 

I can not play with a dog. 

You can play ^v^ith Rex. 

10 




Come, Rex, come here. 

Here is ray ball. See it. 

Now run and play ^th. it. 

See Rex run! Ha, ha, hal 

Here comes Fluff. 

He likes to play ball, too. 

Here, Rex ! Here, Rex ! Here, Rex I 

Come and play ball with Fluff. 
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Oh, see Rex witli my ball ! 

Here, Rex ! Come with the ball. 

Now ! One, two, go ! 

Run, Rex! Run, Rex, run I 

See Fluff run, too. 

Ball! ball! Rex has the ball. 

Here, Rex! Here, Fluff I 

Now! One, two, go! 

Ha, ha ! Fluff has the ball now. 
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oil, Mabel, Mabel ! See I See I 

Here comes Jolin. 

"Oh, good! good!" says Mabel. 

" Good morning, John." 

Good morning, Harry and Mabel. 

Good morning. Rex. 

Bow-^vow-wow ! Bo^v-wow-^v\roAv! 

Good morning. Fluff. 

Can you say, "Good morning"? 

Yes, I can say, "Meow! Meow!" 
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Is Rex your dog, Mabel? 

No, Helen, Rex is Harry's dog. 

Fluff is ray kitten. 

Can Fluff play ball, Mabel ? 

Yes, John, Fluff plays ball. 

He plays witli Harry's ball. 

Here is my ball, Mabel. 

Fluff can play ^v^ith it. 

Oh, thank you, John, thank you. 
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Oome here, Fluff. 

You can have John's ball. 

John gave it to you. 

Is not John good? 

Can you thank him ? 

Say, "Thank you, John." 

Meow ! Meow ! Meow ! 

That is good. 

Good, Fluff ! You are a good kitten. 

You can say, "Thank you." 
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Have you a dog, John? 
Oh, yes, I have a dog. 
Blacky is my dog. 
Helen has a lamb. 
Here is Blacky now. 
Here is the lamb, too. 
Blacky plays ^th the lamb. 
The lamb rnns. 
Blacky runs, too. 
Blacky says, "Bow-wow!" 
The lamb says, "Baa, baa!" 



Sleep, baby, sleep! 

The large stars are the sheep ; 

The little stars are the lambs, I guess; 

And the gentle moon is the shepherdess. 

Sleep, baby, sleep! 
16 







Is Blacky a good dog, John? 
ISTo, Mabel, Blacky is a bad dog. 
He barks at the lamb. 
Rex ^11 not like him. 
Hex. is a good dog. 
Oh, John, Rex ^11 like him. 
I kno^v^^ Blacky ^11 not be bad. 
ISTo, Mabel, I know he is bad. 
Here, Blacky I Be good now. 
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John! Do yon see Blacky? 
He is rnnning after my kitten. 
Here, Blacky! Come here to me. 
Yon are a bad dog. 
Oh, John ! My kitten I My kitten! 
Here, Rex ! Rnn after Blacky. 
Blacky was a bad dog. 
"Bow-^wow!" says Blacky. 
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Where is Helen, John? 

She was with Blacky. 

Here she comes now. 

Oh, Helen ! Blacky is a bad dog. 

He ran after nay kitten. 

"I must go home with Blacky. 

He is bad," said John. 

Come home with me, Blacky. 
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Come ^th me, Harry and Mabel. 
Shall I get my ball, John? 
Yes, Harry, get yonr ball. 
"See, boys! It is raining. 
I can not go," said Mabel. 
Oh, come ^^ith us, MabeL 
The rain "will go away. 
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Rain, Rain, go away, 
Come again another day. 
Little children ^v^ant to play. 

We must go home now, Mabel. 

Come again, Helen. 

Yes, Mabel, I will. 

You must come and see me, too. 

Shall you go to school, Monday? 

Yes. Good by. Good by. 
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{To be learned) 

Good night! 

Sleep tight, 

Wake up bright 

In the morning light, 

To do what's right 

"With all your might. 
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REVIEW 

Here is Mabel. 

Mabel has Fluff. 

Can Fluff run ? 

Yes, Fluff can run and play. 

See Fluff play with, the ball. 

Will Fluff like Blacky? 

Yes. Rex ^11 like Blacky, too. 

Come, Rex! Say, "Bow-wow I" 

Blacky says, "Bo^v^^-wo^w!" 

No, no. Rex ! 

Be a good dog. 

Blacky will not like you. 

Rex can say, "Good morning." 

Fluff can say, " Good by." 

Say, " Good by," Fluff. 
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Good momliig, Mabel. 
Good morning, Helen. 
This is Monday morning. 
Are yon going to school ? 
Yes, come. We will rnn. 
'No, I like to walk. 
We will walk then. 
Bnt I like to run. 
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Here come Jolin and Harry. 
They have Rex and Blacky. 
Are the dogs going to school? 
Yes, we are going to take them. 
Will Mother like it? 
Yes, she says they may go. 
Will they be good in school? 
Oh, yes, the dogs will be good. 
Come to school now. 
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Ohl See the beggar. 
He is all rags and tags. 
Blacky kno^v^rs lie is a beggar. 
Blacky barks at beggars. 
They are all rags and tags. 
Rex does not bark at begga2?s. 
Hark, Blacky! Do not bark I 
But Blacky says, "Bow-^^owl" 
Boys, do you know "Hark, hark"? 
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"We will say, "Hark, hark." 
IS^ow one, two, alll 

Hark, hark! 

The dogs do bark. 
The beggars are coming to to^^n. 

Some in rags, 

Some in tags, 
And some in velvet go^v^ns. 
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Isro^\^ we must go to school 

Shall you take Fluff, Mabel? 

N'o, Mother T\rould not like it. 

Shall you take your lamb ? 

Shall I, Mabel? 

Yes, Mary did. 

Who wsis Mary? 

Oh, you krlo^v^^: 

"Mary had a Little Lamb." 

No, I do not. Say it to me. 

I will say it to you. 
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{To he read to the children) 

Mary had a little lamb, 
Its fleece was white as snow^, 

And everywhere that Mary went 
The lamb was sure to go. 

He followed her to school one day, 
Which was against the rule ; 

It made the children laugh and play^ 
To see a lamb at school. 

And so the teacher turned him out, 

But still he lingered near, 
And waited patiently about 

Till Mary did appear. 

" What makes the lamb love Mary so ? '' 

The eager children cry. 
" O, Mary loves the lamb, you know,^' 

The teacher did reply. 
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ISTow school is out. 

See the children run. 

They are all going home. 

Do you see this red house? 

The red house is John's home. 

It is Helen's home, too. 

Do you not like the red house? 

Helen and John like it. 

Harry and Mabel like it, too. 

They live in a ;white house. 

Do you. see it? 

Do you like the ^v^hite house? 

Harry and Mabel like it. 

So do John and Helen. 

I like your house, Harry. 

I like your house, John. 
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Do you know these children? 
John is Helen's brother. 
Helen is John's sister. 
Harry is Mabel's brother. 
Mabel is Harry's sister. 
John and his sister live in the 

red house. 
Mabel and her brother live in 

the white house. 
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Here, Bex! Come here I 

Have you a house? 

Oh, yes! I have a dog house. 

It is red. 

Have you a house. Fluff? 

No, I am Mabel's kitten. 

I live in her white house. 

I can play in Rex's house. 

Ilex's house is red. 

I like Helen's red house. 

I like Ilex's red house, too. 

Is Blacky's house black, John? 

No, Blacky's house is v^hite. 

Ha, ha, ha I" laughed the children. 

I should like to see Blacky 
in his vrhite house," said Mabe]. 
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Harry, here are John and Helen. 

They have come to play ball. 

John has a new ball. 

It is all white and new. 

"Now we will play," said Harry. 

Mabel, you stand here. 

John, you stand there. 

I ^11 throw the ball to you. 

Now! Catch it, catch it. 

Oh, John! You did not catch it. 

And you are a boy. 

See the girls laugh at you. 

Now I will throw it to Helen. 

Catch it, Helen! Catch it! 

Oh! Helen did catch it. 

And Helen is a girl, too. 
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ISToTV all come here. 

We will play looby, looby. 

Now dance looby, looby, looby, 

Now dance looby, looby, light. 

Shake your right hand a little 

And turn yon round about. 

Now dance looby, looby, looby. 
Shake your right hand a little 
Shake your left hand a little. 
And turn you round about. 

Now dance looby, looby, looby. 
Shake your right hand a little, 
Shake your left hand a little. 
Shake your right foot a little 
And turn you round about. 
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Now dance looby, looby, looby. 
^ Shake your right hand a little. 
Shake your left hand a little. 
Shake your right foot a little, 
Shake your left foot a little. 
And turn you round about. 

Noy^ dance looby, looby, looby. 
Shake your right hand a little, 
Shake your left hand a little. 
Shake your right foot a little, 
Shake your left foot a little. 
Shake your head a little. 
And turn you round about. 
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REVIEW 

{To he asked by the children) 

Do you like to go to school? 

Do you play ball? 

Do you like to play ball? 

Can a dog play ball? 

Can a kitten go to school? 

Have you a kitten? 

Do you laugh to see it play? 

Have you a brother? 

Have you a sister? 

Do you kno^Y your right hand? 

Do you know your left hand ? 

Are you Helen? 

Are you Harry? 

Do you live in a red house? 



39 




Harry went to John's house. 
"Come to my house," he said. 
"Mabel and I have a rabbit. 
It is all ^^hite." 

John and Helen ^went to see the 
rabbit. 
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Here is the rabbit," said Harry. 
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Can the rabbit play, Mabel? 
No, lie can not play, Helen. 
He can ran. 

He can stand up," said Mabel. 

He has pink eyes," said Harry. 
^o^sr I ^^ill tell yon about baby 
and the rabbit. 

(To he learned) 

Bye, baby bunting, 
Father's gone a hunting, 
To get a little rabbit skin 
To wrap the baby bunting in. 
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I have some pigeons," said Jolm 
"Come and see them. 
I will feed them." 
"I love pigeons," said Mabel 
" Are they all white ? " 
N"o, all but two are ^lite. 
May I feed the pigeons,- John? 
Yes, Mabel, yon may feed them. 
"Here they are," said Harry. 
''Seel They have pink eyes. 
My rabbit has pink eyes, too." 
" It is my rabbit, too," said Mabel 
'' Can the pigeons sing, John ? " 
You make me laugh, Mabel. 
They can not sing. 
They coo. 
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Do you hear the pigeons coo? 
They all say, " We "want a house." 
They must have a house. 
Father, ^11 you make a house for 

the pigeons? 
Yes, I ^11 make the house. 
Do you ^want a red house? 
"The pigeons ^would like a 

white house," said Helen. 
" See them jiy," said John. 
"They see Rex. Then they fly. 
They do not like dogs. 
ISTow I -will feed them." 
Let me feed them, John. 
You said I might feed them. 
You shall feed them, Mabel. 
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What day is it, Mabel? 
It is Tuesday, Harry. 
Oh, is it not Wednesday? 
ISTo, it is Tuesday. 
Do you know all the days? 
Yes, Harry, I will tell you. 
Then you can learn them. 

(To be learned and used for drill) 

~H.ow many days has my baby 

to play? 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday. 
Harry said it three times. 
l^o^^ he kno^^s it. 
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John's father has two horses. 
One is red and one is ivhite. 
John's father has a wagon, too. 
The wao^on is red. 
Helen likes to ride in the wagon. 
Blacky runs ^v\rith the wagon. 
He barks at the horses. 
The horses like him. 
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One day John's father said to 

Harry and Mabel: 
"Will you go for a ride with us ? " 
Oh, mother, may ^;\^e go for a ride 

^th John and Helen? 
Yes, children, you may go. 
But you must be good. 
Yes, yes, we will be good. 
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The horses went fast. 
John said, "May I drive?" 
Yes, you may drive, John. 
"May I drive, too?" asked Helen. 
"Can a girl drive?" asked John. 

(To be learned and used for drill) 

I had a little pony. 

His name was Dapple Gray. 
I lent him to a lady 

To ride a mile a^^ay. 

She whipped him, she slashed 
him. 

She rode him through the mire ; 
I ^would not lend my pony now 

For all the lady's hire. 
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Harry has a little wagon. 
His father gave it to him. 
Then he said to Harry: 
"Harry, give your sister a ride." 
Then Harry said, " Come, Mabel. 
Take a ride in my wagon. 
I will be yonr horse." 
Harry ran fast like the horses. 
" Whoa, Harry I " shonted Mabel. 
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One day Harry said: 

"I will play Rex is a liorse. 

He cart run with my wagon. 

I will drive Mm. ■ 

Rex- 0^011 must be a liorse." 

Rex did not like to be a horse. 

He sat down and ^\vould not go. 

Shall I whip him, Mabel? 

No, Harry, feed him. 

What shall I feed my horse? 

Give him a bone. 

Harry gave Rex a bone. 

Do horses like bones, Harry ? 

My horse does, Mabel. 

Rex ran fast with the ^wagon. 

See, the bone makes him run. 
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Rex saw Fluff, Mabel's kitten. 
Fluff sa^^ Rex. 
Then Fluff ran fast. 
Rex ran after Fluff. 
Harry ran after Rex. 
"Wlioa, Rex!" said Mabel. 
"Whoa, Rex!" shouted Harry. 
But Rex ^v\rould not stop. 
Fluff ran to a tree. 
Rex ran after Fluff. 
Harry ran after Rex. 
Fluff ran up the tree. 
Rex could not run up the tree. 
Mabel fell out of the ^"agon. 
Hear Harry and Mabel laugh I 
Hear Rex bark at Fluff! 
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"That was fun," said Mabel. 
"Ha, ha, ha I" laughed Harry. 
"I ^yIU not let my little horse 

have a bone again. 
It makes him run too fast." 
Fluff rg.ade him run, Harry. 
The tree made him stop, Mabel. 
He could not run up the ti^ee. 
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Whose dog are yon, Rex? 
Are you my dog ? 
Bow-wowwow! Yes, I am. 
JSTo, you ran away from. me. 
I can not let you be my dog. 
You are Tom Tinker's dog. 




Bow, wow, wow. 
Whose dog art thou? 
Little Tom Tinker's dog, 
Bow, wow, wow. 
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REVIEW 

Here come Jolm and Helen. 

They will laugh. 

Their horses do not run after a 

kitten. 
How John and Helen did laugh I 
"Rex ran after Fluff; 
He likes bones," said Harry. 
"Our horses do- not like bones.'* 
The children all laughed at this. 
"Come to our house," said John. 
"We have two ne^^ pigeons." 
"Mabel has a rabbit," said Harry. 
"Come and see it. 
Then we will go and see the 

pigeons." 
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Oh, Harry ! See my new flag. 

Father gave it to rae. 

See the fine fiag pole. 

We raise the flag on the flag pole. 

The flag is red, /white, and blue. 

I ^will raise it now. 

I love the flag. 

Here come the girls. 

Girls, see the new flag. 

NoT\r we will raise it again. 

Then we will all cheer. 

Hurrah for the flag! 

Hurrah for the red, white, and 

bluel 
Girls, that was a good cheer. 
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Oh, see tlie ^v^rhite pigeon I 

Come, pigeon, come here. 

Here he comes. 

See him stand on the flag pole. 

Oh, you beautiful pigeon! 

Do you love the beautiful flag? 

Now cheer for the flag, pigeon? 
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Hear the pigeon coo, Mabel. 
He says, "Three cheers; 
Hurrah for the beautiful flag I" 
Your rabbit can not cheer. 
The pigeon can not cheer, John. 
He can only coo. 
Oh, Mabel, that is his cheer. 
Now let us all say the verses we 
learned in school. 

{To he learned) 

There are many flags in many 
lands, 
There are flags of every hue. 
But there is no flag in any land 
Like our o^^n "Red, White, 
and Blue." 
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To-day it rains. 

Joliii and Helen have come 

to see Harry and Mabel. 
What shall ^"e play, girls? 
We can play dolls, boys. 
The boys laughed and said, 
"We can not play dolls." 
"You can play horse," said Mabel. 
"Helen and I will play dolls." 
The boys went out. 
Helen and Mabel played dolls. 
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Helen had two new dolls. 

One had bine eyes. 

One had black eyes. 

One had yellow hair. 

One had black hair. 

Mabel had three old dolls 

and one ne^^ one. 
The new dol! had a blue dress. 
One had a yellow dress. 
We will have a party, Mabel. 
That will be fine. We must 

dress our dolls for the party. 
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Mabel's mother gave the girls 

ten cakes. 
They gave one to each doll. 
Each girl had one, too. 
Then Mabel said, "We Avill give 

each boy a cake." 
"No," said Helen, "they will not 

like our party." 
Oh, they will like cakes, Helen. 
"Here they come," said Helen. 
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Then the boys came in and saw 

the cakes. 
"Oh, cakes I" they shouted. 
"May we have some to eat?" 
"Here is one cake for each 

of you," said Helen. 
Oh, these cakes are good, girls. 
Did your mother give them to 

you, Mabel? 
Hurrah for Mabel's mother 1 
Hip, hip, hurrah I 
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REVIEW 

What do boys and girls like 

to play? 
Girls like to play dolls. 
They like to dress them. 
They dress them in red dresses 

and blue dresses. 
They dress some in white dresses. 
They have doll parties. 
Boys do not like to play dolls. 
Boys like to pla}^ with the dog 

and the kitten. 
They like to raise the flag. 
They like to cheer. 
They like to play ball. 
They like to eat cakes. 
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{To he learned) 

The rain is raining all around, 
It falls on field and tree; 

It rains on tlie umbrellas liere 
And on the ships at sea. 

"Oh dear," said Harry, "it rains. 

What can we do now?" 

" We can play school," said Mabel. 

" Rex and Fluff can go to school. 

The dolls must go, too. 

We must dress them again." 

What shall we boys do? 
" Get Rex and Fluff," said Mabel. 
Will Rex and Fluff be good? 
Oh, yes. They will be good. 
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Harry, you be the teacher. 
I will. Sit down, Rex. 
You are in school. 
Rex sat do^v^^n. 
Fluff went to sleep. 
No^w v^e will point to colors. 
Mabel, point to something red. 
Helen, point to something yello^w. 
John, point to something blue. 
Rex, point to something green. 
Rex did not kno^v\r v^hat to do. 
"What shall y^e do with Rex? 
We ^11 give him a bone. 
He can point to that. 
Now I ^\^ill call on Mabel. 
Mabel, say the doll verses. 
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{To be read to the children) 

THE OLD LOVE 

I once had a s^\^eet little doll, dears, 

The prettiest doll in the world ; 

Her cheeks were so red and so white, dears^ 

And her hair was so charmingly curled. 

But I lost my poor little doll, dears, 

As I played on the heath one day. 

And I cried for her more than a "week, dears. 

But I never could find where she lay. 

I found my poor little doll, dears, 

As I played on the heath one day; 

Folks say she is terribly changed, dears. 

For her paint is all w^ashed away, 

And her arms trodden off by the cows, dears, 

And her hair not the least bit curled, 

Yet for old sakes^ sake, she is still, dears, 

The prettiest doll in the ^vorld. 

— Charles Kingsley. 
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"No^v\^ vre will count," said Harry. 
"We will all count Indians. 
John Bro^wn liad a little Indian, 
John Bro^v\rn had a little Indian, 
John Bro^v\^n had a little Indian, 
One little Indian boy. 
One little, t^v\^o little, three little 

Indians, 
Four little, five little, six little 

Indians, 
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Seven little, eight little, nine 

little Indians, 
Ten little Indian boys. 
Ten little, nine little, eight little 

Indians, 
Seven little, six little, five little 

Indians, 
Four little, three little, two little 

Indians, 
One little Indian boy. 
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It does not rain now. 

School is out. 

Oh! See the rainbow 1 

Is it not beautiful? 

What colors can you see? 

"I can see red and yello^\^ and 

green and blue," said Mabel. 
"I see one, t^\ro, three, four colors," 

said John. 
Is that all you can see? 
I can see five. 
Helen, you say the verses about 

the rain drops. 
Then we vrill all go out of doors. 
"Listen, then," said Helen. 
"Rex, sit down and listen." 
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(To be learned) 

Oh, w^here do you come from, 

Tou little drops of rain, 
Fitter patter, pitter patter, 

Down the ^vindow pane ? 

They say I^m very naughty. 
But IVe nothing else to do 

But sit here at the window. 
I should like to play with you. 

Tell me, little rain drops. 
Is that the way you play, 

Pitter patter, pitter patter, 
All the rainy day ? 

The little rain drops cannot speak, 

But ^^ pitter patter, pat" 
Means ^^ We can play on this side. 

Why can^t you play on that P " 
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Mother, may we go to see the 

pigeons ? 
Yes, children, but do not get 

your feet wet. 
See the pigeons stand in the snn. 
They are all wet. 
They like the sun. 
They do not like the rain. 
How bright their colors are! 
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We will play rock a by. 

John and Mabel, make a cradle 

with your hands. 
This pink doll is the baby. 
Now the wind blows. 
Rock a by, baby, on the tree top! 
All rock your hands, so. 
I^ow the baby will fall. 
Helen, you catch the- baby. 
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{To he learned and used for drill) 

Rock a by, baby, 
On the tree top. 
When the wind blows, 
The cradle will rock. 
"When the bough breaks, 
The cradle wil] fall, 
Down will come baby. 
Cradle and all. 
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Come here, Hany and Mabel. 
Here is a letter from Uncle John. 
"Oh," shouted the children. 
"What does he say?" 
He asks you to come to see him. 
Good, G ood ! May we go, Mother ? 
You must ask your father. 
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Pather, Father, here is a letter 

from Uncle John. 
Ho asks ns to visit him in the 

city. 
May we go? Oh, please say yes. 
Yes, yon may go, children. 
Oh, good 1 Thank yon. Father. 
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Here we are in tlie city. 

We had a ride in the cars. 

Oh! here is Uncle John. 

Good morning, Uncle John. 

Good morning, children. 

I am glad to see you. 

Oh, Uncle John! How many, 

many people there are. 
Where are they all going? 
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There is our house, children. 
"Oh, what a hig, big house!" 

said Harry. 
" Many people live in this house," 

said Uncle John. 
Oh! Here is Aunt Mabel. 
"Come in, dear children," said 

Aunt Mabel. 
"I am glad to see you." 
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In the morning Uncle John said, 
"Come, children, w^g will go to 

the zoo. 
We will ride in that big wagon." 
"Good," shouted the children. 
"We shall see all the animals. 
May we pet the animals?" 
Yon may pet some of them. 
Some of them you must not pet 
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Oh, see those big aninials. 
They are bears. 

Oh, I am glad to see the bears. 
We can not pet them, can we? 
]Sro, bnt 3^011 can see tliem play. 
" Do bears play ? " asked Harry. 
Oh, yes. The little bears play 
with the big bears. 
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Oh. ! Look at that big animal. 

What is it, Uncle John? 

"Oh, I know," said Harry. 

"I know him from his pictures." 

Oh, yes, so do I now. 

It is an elephant. 

See the children on the elephant. 

May we ride on the elephant, too? 
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"Here are the lions and tlie tigers, 

Uncle John. 
I knoT\^ lions and tigers 

from pictures," said 

Harry. 
Are you afraid, Harry ? 
No, I am not afraid. I am a boy. 
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Here are the birds in this house. 
How^ bright tlieir colors are! 
See how many tliere are! 
There are red birds and 

blue birds. 
There are black birds and 

yellow birds. 
There are birds of all colors. 
"I like the bears best of all," 

said Harry. 
"I am afraid of the bears and 

lions and tigers," said Mabel. 
"I like the elephant. 
We can ride on him. 
I like the birds best of all." 
Now we must go home. 
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REVIEW 

Aunt Mabel, Uncle John has 

been so good to us. 
What did you see, children? 
We went on a big wagon to 

the zoo. 
We saw all the animals. 
We saw bears and lions and tigers. 
Mabel was afraid of them. 
I like the bears best. 
We had a ride on the elephant. 
We saw red birds, and blue birds. 
We saw birds of all colors. 
Then we came home on the car. 
We had such a good time ! 
Thank you again, Uncle John. 
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Here is a letter from your 

mother, children. 
Oh ! Read it to us, please. 
Fluff and Rex and the rabbits 

all want you to come home. 
Uncle John will take you to 

the cars. 
Good by. Aunt Mabel. 
We have had a good visit. 
We thank you and Uncle John. 
Good by, children. Come again. 
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Here we are, Mother. 

Are you glad to see us? 

Oh., I am so glad, children. 

We are glad to be at home. 

"We had such a good tim.e. 

How is Fluff ? How is Rex ? 

How are the rabbits? 

"They are all well," said mother. 

Tell me about your visit. 

Mabel, you tell first. 

Well, we had a ride in the cars. 

We saw many, many people. 

Then, we saw Uncle John. 

Aunt Mabel and Uncle John 

live in such a big house. 
Now, Harry, tell all you know. 
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We went to the zoo. 

We saw all the animals. 

I knew the elephant from his 

pictures. 
We had a ride on the elephant. 
I knew the lions and the tigers. 
Mabel was afraid of them. 
She liked the birds. 
I liked the bears best. 
Did you thank Uncle John and 

Aunt Mabel, children? 
Oh, yes, we thanked them. 
Well, children, I am glad that 

you had such a good time. 
Now go and visit your pets. 
Here come Fluff and Rex no^^r. 
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Good morniiig, iFluff. Good 

morning, Rex. 
Mother says you liave been good. 
Sit down and let us tell you 

about our visit. 
Do you not want to hear? 
Let us go and play, then. 
Come, Hex. Come, Fluff. 
"We like you better than the zoo. 
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Mother, may we go for flowers 

witli John and Helen? 
Their father has the horses and 

the red wagon. 
He is going to drive ont into 

the fields. 
Yes, yon may go, children. 
Take this basket to put your 

flowers in. 
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Oh, see the flowers! 

How man J there are in the fields ! 

What shall we put in our basket ? 

Let ns fill it with daisies. 

'We will put daisies in our hats. 

"We ^\rill make daisy dresses. 

Helen and I are daisy girls. 

John and Harry are daisy boys. 

Now all sing the daisy song. 

(7*0 be learned) 

"Wake up, little Daisy, the summer is nigh. 
The dear little robin is up in the sky. 
The snowdi-op and crocus are never so slow. 
Then wake up, little Daisy, and hasten to grow 
Wake up, wake up, wake up, little Daisy, 
And hasten to gi'ow. 
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Good morniiig, boys and girls. 

Do you know me? 

You look like a fairy. 

Are you a fairy ? 

Yes, I am a daisy fairy. 

"How lovely!" said the girls. 

"We are daisy children. 

Will you come an d play with us ? " 

Yes, I will play with you. 

NoT^ make a daisy chain. 

Make a fairy ring with the 

chain. 
Give me the basket of daisies. 
Then sing the fairy song. 
I will run around the ring. 
Catch me and I will kiss you. 
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THE FAIRY'S SONG 

(To be learned) 

The fairies are hidden away, 
But after they come out to 
play, 
They help every one till the 
work is done. 
And then they slip off before 
day. 

In nuts and in acorns they hide, 
Sometimes in the popcorn they 
bide. 
And many a day they are under 
the hay. 
And sometimes on thistles they 
ride. 
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All put your hands on the chain. 

Now shut your eyes. 

You must not look. 

I will run around the ring. 

JSTo^ catch me and I will kiss 

you. 
The children all ran after 

the fairy. 
They all wanted to catch her. 
They wanted a fairy kiss. 
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They did not catcli the fairy. 
Then, what do you tliink? 
They could not see the fairy. 
They looked and looked and 

looked. 
But they could see no fairy. 
Oh dear, where has she gone? 
I wanted a fairy kiss. 
Here is her basket. 
Yes ! And, oh, what do you think ? 
Shut your eyes and I will tell 

you. 
Here is a little bird in it. 
" Oh, oh I " shouted the children. 
"Is it a fairy bird? 
Let us sing the fairy song." 
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Then John's father called : 
"Children, there is a bird's nest 

in that tree. 
Be very still and you can see it.'* 
"Oh, I see it," said John. 
"There are three little birds." 
"There should be four," said his 

father. 
"Oh, I kno^v," said Helen, 
" The fairy put one in the basket." 
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You may put the little bird into 

the nest again, John. 
It is too little to fly. 
John put the bird into the nest. 
Then the children all put their 

daisies into the ^\»^agon. 
The mother bird sang them a 

song. 
Then father said, 
"I want you. all to learn this 

little verse:" 

A SUMMER DAY 

This is the way the birdie sings: 
"Baby birdies in the nest, 
Tou I surely love the best; 
Over you I fold my \vings" — 
This is the way the birdie sings. 
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REVIEW 

(Ask one another) 

Did you ever go to a big city ? 
Did you ever go to the fields ? 
Did you ever get daisies? 
Did you ever make a daisy chain ? 
Have you ever made a daisy 

ring? 
Has a fairy ever told you to 

catch her? 
Did you catch her? 
Did you ever get a fairy kiss? 
Did she sing you a fairy song? 
"What did the fairy look like ? 
Did you ever see a bird's nest? 
Were there little birds in it? 
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Father, may we have a garden ? 
What will you' do with it ? 
We want to raise flowers. 
Mother gave ns some seeds. 
Please, may we have a garden? 
Yon must take good care of it. 
Oh, thank yon. We will take 

good care of it. 
Here is your garden, children. 
What will yon sow in it? 
"I shall sow some tnlips," said 

Mabel. 
"Yon do not sow tnlips," said 

Harry. 
"Yon plant them. 
I shall plant some corn." 
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Mr. Pigeon said to Mrs. Pigeon, 
''My dear, there is corn planted 

in tlie garden." 
Good! Let us get some. 
Mr. Pigeon began to dig up the 

corn. 
Mrs. Pigeon ate it. 
"Save some for me," said 

Mr. Pigeon. 
"Very well," said Mrs. Pigeon, 

"I will. 
"We must have some for the 

little pigeons, too." 
Oh, yes. TLovj- they will coo I 
Here come Helen and her father. 
Do they want to dig corn, too? 
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Father, see the pigeons in 

Harry's garden. 
What are tliey doing, Mabel? 
I think thej are T^aiting for 

Harry's corn to come up. 
"I am afraid they will make it 

come up too soon," said father. 
"Keep very still, we will go and 



see. 
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Father, the naughty pigeons are 

digging up the corn. 
They do not know it is wrong 

to dig it up, Mabel. 
They think it is their corn. 
They say, ""Why do you say 

'Shoo'? 
Our little pigeons want corn." 
Do they save corn for the little 

pigeons, father? 
Yes, they take it to them in the 

pigeon house. 
They are waiting for us to go. 
Come, Harry, we must make a 

cover for the corn. 
Then they can not dig it up. 
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''Oh, Harry! Come here," cried 

Mabel. 
"My tulips are up. 
They are so bright and green. 
Are they not beautiful ? " 
My corn is up, too, Mabel. 
I can just see the green leaves. 
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Mabel, come here. 
"We have a little zoo. 
Here is a toad- 
Good morning, Mr. Toad. Do 

you know me? 
I am Harry. This is Mabel. 
"We are very glad that you live 

in our garden. 

If you want anything, ask us. 

Good day, sir. 
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Hurrah! Hurrah I It is the 
Fourth of July. 

What shall we do to-day? 

John and Helen have come to 
visit Harry and Mabel. 

They have brought their fire- 
crackers. 

Fluff and Rex are there, too. 

The boys shout. The girls shout. 

Rex barks and barks. 

Fluff is very still. 

He is not glad that it is the 
Fourth of July. 
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First, we must raise the flag," 

said John. 
"Here it is, np it goes, up, up! 
Now three cheers for the red, 

white, and blue. 
Hip, hip, hurrah I 
JSTow let us shoot firecrackers. 
Are you afraid, girls?" 
"I am not," said Mabel. 
"I am not," said Helen. 
"I have some torpedoes of my 



own." 



Bang I Bang! Bang! 
"Oh, what a noise," said mother. 
"Yes, but it is the Fourth of 
July," said father. 
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Now we must say good by to the 

. children and their pets. 
Good by Harry and Mabel, and 

Helen and John. 
Good by, Rex. Good by, Fluff. 

Good by, Blacky. 
Good by, Mr. and Mrs. Pigeon. 
Good by, little white rabbits. 
Yes, and good by, dolls with all 

your dresses of many colors. 
Good by. Father and Mother. 
Good by, little book. 




WORD LIST 

Paob 

1. run, girls. 

2. jump, boys, and. 

3. we, are, play. 

4. too, come, see, the. 

5. Fluff, I, am, with. 

6. Rex, kitten, is, dog. 

7. Harry, here, me, my. 

9. can, say — says, bow, wow, wow, ha, not, meow 

10. Mabel, will, he. 

11. it, likes, ball, now, to. 

12. one, two, oh, go, has. 

13. good, morning, yes, John. 

14. no, your, thank, Helen. 

15. him, gave, that, have. 

16. Blacky, lamb, baa. 

17. barks, be, bad, at, know. 

18. after, do, does, was. 

19. where, ran, home, she, must. 

20. get, raining, us, away, shall. 

21. Monday, again, school, good by. 

24. this, week, then. 

25. they, mother, take, may. 

26. them, hark, beggar, rags, tags, all. 
28. Mary, did, little, who. 

31. house, children, red, out, live, white, so. 

32. brother, sister, these. 

33. laughed, her, his, should, black, said. 
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Page 

34. new, stand, catch, throw, there. 

36, 38. dance, lobby, shake, turn, round, about, hand, foot, 
head, left, right. 

40. went, rabbit, love. 

41. up, pink, eyes, tell, baby. 

42. pigeons, feed. 

43. sing, make, might, coo, fly, hear. 

44. want, would, father. 

45. Tuesday, Wednesday, what, day, three, times, learn. 

46. horses, wagon, ride. 

48. fast, drive. 

49. whoa, give, shouted. 

50. whip, down, bone, sat. 

52. saw, tree, fell, stop, could. * 

53. let, made, fun. 

54. whose, thou, Tom Tinker's, art, from. 
56. flag, pole, raise, fine, blue, cheer, hurrah 

58. beautiful. 

59. only, verses, learned. 

60. rains, dolls. 

62. yellow, hair, old, dress, green, party. 

63. ten, cakes, each. 

64. came, eat, hip. 

68. teacher, sit, point, colors, something, call. 

70, 71. count, Indians, four, five, six, Brown, had, seven, 
eight, nine. 

72. rainbow, violet, drops, doors, listen. 

75. wet, feet, bright, sun. 

76. cradle, rock, wind, hands, bows. 

78. letter, uncle, asks. 

79. visit, city, please. 

80. cars, glad, people. 

81. big, aunt. 

82. zoo, animals, pet. 
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83. those^ bears. 

84. look, elephant, pictures. 

85. lions, tigers, afraid. 
87. birds, best 

89. read. 

90. such, first, welL 

92. knew. 

93. been, better. 

94. fields, flowers, basket, put. 

95. fill, daisies, hats, song. 

97. chain, fairy, lovely, ring, around, kiss. 

99. shut, wanted. 

100. think, gone. 

101. called, still, very, nest. 

102. into, sang. 

105. garden, seeds, care, tulips, sow, plant, corn. 

106. Mr., Mrs., dig, began, ate, save. 

107. waiting, keep, soon. 

108. naughty, shoo, their, wrong, why, cover. 

109. leaves, cried, just. 

110. toad, sir, anything. 

111. Fourth of July, firecrackers. 

113. torpedoes, bang, noise, shoot, goes. 
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS 

In the earlier lessons the children, before reading a sentence, 
should have clearly in mind its thought as expressed in the printed 
words. 

1. The first three lessons call for action, which the pictures 
portray. Let some child or children run and jump as called for, 
getting the idea from the picture. " What are the children in the 
picture doing?" "John and Helen, you may do it." Then put 
the words on the board. This is a mere hint. Other similar lessons 
should be given by the teacher. 

2. Thereafter, talk over each lesson with the children before they 
attempt to read the text, using the picture as a guide. If possible, 
get from the children sentences like those in the text. For example, 
on pages 11 and 12, the pictures suggest the story. " What are the 
children doing?" "Which child is throwing?" "Which one is 
catching ? " A little conversation will bring out the main thought 
of the text. The children are then ready to read it. Continue 
action exercises wherever appropriate, as, when games are suggested. 
It is also well to dramatize many stories. 

Page 14. " What do dogs say ? " " What do cats say ? " " What 
do we say when we meet people in the morning ? " 

Page 20. Here and elsewhere, when rhymes or jingles are used, 
it is well to have them recited several times and, if possible, sung 
before they are reached in the lesson, and then it may ,be possible 
to read them, although the text does not necessarily require that. 

Page 27. A good lesson for dramatizing. 

Pages 36 to 38. It is well to have the children play the game 
using the words. Most children are familiar with it, or with some 
similar game. 

Pages 41 to 48. The words of the jingles are a little unusual, 
hence they should not be attempted for reading. 
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Page 45. The names of the days ate given in a jingle. There 
should be much drill upon these, many sentences being used con- 
taining the names of the days of the week. 

Page 59. The poem should be learned, and the familiar words 
should be used for drill. 

Page 66, All the words may readily be learned by a little pre- 
vious drill. 

On pages 68 and 72, and other pages in which colors are named, 
there should be much additional drill with the colors present. 

Page 77. The game suggested on page 7(5 should be played, and 
then the verses may be read. 

Pages 95, 98, and 102. No effort should be made to read the 
verses ; they should simply be memorized. 

3. The phonic analysis given in connection with primer lessons, 
if any, should all be from the blackboard. Words in the book 
should at first appear wholly unmutilated. This study should not 
begin before at least half of the book has been read, and then should 
be limited to those letters whose sounds never ysny. These letters 
are the consonants, 6, d, /, j, k, I, m, w, p, r, s, t, v, at the beginning 
of a word. 

In the opinion of the authors, no harm will be done if all phonic 
analysis is postponed until the first and higher readers. But if the 
sounds of these consonants are taught, it should be through a few very 
simple class eocerdses from the blackboard, entirely apart from the read- 
ing lesson proper, 

A few suggestive drill exercises are given : 



bat 


bed 


bit 


bone 


but 


Dan 


d en 


din 


doll 


dull 


fall 


fell 


fill 


for 


full 


j am 


keg 


J im 


joke 


j nmp 


Kate 


kid 






late 


let 


life 


log 


lump 


man 


m en 


mile 


mole 


m ule 


nap 


nest 


n ice 


not 


nurse 


pan 


pen 


pin 


pole 


pull 


ran 


rest 


ride 


role 


rule 


sat 


set 


sit 


sore 


s ure 


tan 


ten 


tin 


top 


tug 


van 


vest 


vine 


vote 





The final consonants that have an invariable sound are fewer, 
and it would be better to omit them here. 
They are b, d, I, m, n, p, r, v. 
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If it is deemed best to teach these, similar lists may be used, 



cab 


web 


bib 


Bob 


cub 


had 


led 


lid 


nod 


cud 


anima 1 


level 


civi 1 






Sam 


seem 


skim 


Tom 


drum 


man 


men 


bin 


son 


fun 


rap 


step 


skip 


hop 


sup 


far 


her 


stir 


for 


fur 



The final s may be taught in giving the third person singular of 
different verbs used,, the plurals of nouns, and the possessive with 
the apostrophe. 

Following are some of the instances of these three classes : 



Verbs 



run 
runs 


say 
says 


thank 
thanks 


live 
lives 


sing 
sings 


cheer 
cheers*. 


jump 
jumps 


like 
likes 


bark 
barks 


laugh 
laughs 


learn 
learns 


read 
reads 


play 
plays 


go 
goes 


rain 
rains 


stand 
stands 


look 
looks 


give 
gives 






Plurals of Nouns 






girl 
girls 


school 
schools 


hand 
hands 


tree 
trees 


Indian 
Indians 


tiger 
tigers 


boy 
boys 


mother 
mothers 


rabbit 
rabbits 


flag 
flags 


dove 
doves 


bird 
birds 


dogs 


beggars 


eyes 


verses 


cradles 


flowers 


balls 


houses 


pigeons 


dolls 


animals 


baskets 






POSSESSIVES 






Harry 
Harry's 


John 
John's 




boy 
boy's 


brother 
brother's 


father 
father's 


Mabel's 


Eex's 




Fluff's 


sister's 


teacher's 


Helen's 


Tom Tinker's 


dog's 


pigeon's 


fairy's 
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